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TRUE  TO  THE  Faith 

By  PRESIDENT  GEORGE  ALBERT  SMITH  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 


Address  delivered  at  the  Saturday  afternoon 

session    of    the    115th    semi-annual    general 

conference  October  7,  1944,  in  the 

Tabernacle. 

I  THINK  nobody  could  stand  here  and  look 
over  an  audience  like  this  and  fail  to  be 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  oc- 
casion. Men  who  come  here  from  all  over 
the  United  States  to  be  here  in  general 
conference  for  three  days,  paying  the  ex- 
pense incurred,  and  sitting  in  meetings  day 
after  day  to  be  instructed  by  other  men, 
are  certainly   in  earnest.  Yet,   this  has 

been  the  custom  of  this  Church  from  the 
beginning. 

The  purpose  of  our  being  together  is  tnat 
we  may  think  seriously,  and  wait  upon  the 
Lord.  We  are  living  eternal  life,  and  here 
in  mortality  is  the  opportunity  that  God 
has  given  to  us  to  prepare  for  happiness. 
I  sometimes  have  said  to  my  friends  when 
they  seemed  to  be  at  the  crossroads,  uncer- 
tain as  to  which  way  they  wanted  to  go, 

To-day  is  the  beginning  of  eternal  hap- 
piness or  eternal  disappointment  for  you." 
We  have  our  free  agency ;  the  Lord  will  not 
take  it  away  from  us. 

About  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  years 
ago  a  boy  fourteen  years  of  age,  named 
Joseph  Smith,  lived  with  his  parents  near 
Manchester,  New  York.  He  was  taught 
to  study  the  Bible.  In  the  community  in 
which  he  dwelt  when  he  was  fourteen  years 
of  age  they  were  holding  religious  revivals. 
The  various  denominatons  were  inviting 
those  who  came  to  the  meetings  to  join  one 
of  their  groups.  This  boy  was  a  little  un- 
certain about  which  group  he  should  join. 


He  wanted  to  belong  to  the  one  that  would 
please  his  Heavenly  Father. 

He  had  read  in  the  Bible:  "  If  any  of 
you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God  who 
giveth  to  all  men  liberally  and  upbraideth 
not,  and  it  shall  be  given  him,"  and  with 
that  in  his  mind,  he  decided  to  put  it  to 
the  test.  The  Lord  would  tell  him  which 
church  he  should  be  identified  with. 

He  went  out  into  the  woods  near  his 
home  and  knelt  down  to  pray.  His  own 
statement  is  that  he  saw  the  Father  and 
Son,  and  in  answer  to  his  question  as  to 
which  church  he  should  join,  they  informed 
him  that  not  any  of  them  was  pleasing  to 
the  Lord,  and  that  if  he  would  be  faithful 
there  would  be  given  to  him  a  great  oppor- 
tunity to  bring  new  light  into  the  world. 
That  was  the  beginning  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

Prior  to  that  the  people  did  not  believe 
that  God  could  be  seen ;  they  did  not  be- 
lieve that  we  would  have  any  additional 
information.  They  said  the  Bible  con- 
tained all  that  the  Lord  had  spoken  and 
would  speak.  But  when  this  young  man, 
not  yet  fifteen  years  of  age,  listened  to  the 
voice  of  his  Heavenly  Father,  he  knew  that 
the  heavens  were  not  sealed  and  that  the 
Lord  could  speak  again ;  and  soon  he  began 
his  ministry.  During  the  period  from  that 
time  until  now,  the  representatives  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  have  traversed  many  parts  of  the 
world,  and  have  gone  with  kindness  and 
love  in  their  hearts  and  invitations  to  their 
fellows  to  accept  the  message  of  truth,  not 
to  give  up  any  good  thing  they  have  pos- 
sessed, but  to  add  to  the  good  things  that 
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\\\r\  did  have,  and  put  themselves  in  con- 
dition to  know   t  he  purpose  of  life. 

The  resull  lias  been  thai  the  member- 
ship of  this  Church  has  continued  to  in- 
crease. Driven  from  their  homes  re- 
peatedly, under  the  guidance  of  a  prophet 
of  God,  iln'\  lin.-ilh  settled  in  the  tops  of 
these  everlasting  hills,  and  from  thai  time 
until  now,  this  land,  then  desolate  and  for- 
bidding, has  continued  to  produce,  until  to- 
d;i\    ii   is  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord. 

When  the  pioneers  came  into  this  valley, 
on  the  24th  of  July,  1847,  this  was  a  wil- 
derness. To-day  comfortable  homes,  houses 
of  religious  worship,  business  places,  all 
these  things  have  come,  built  From  the 
grass-roots,  if  you  will,  by  a  people  who 
came  with  onlj  whal  they  could  bring  m 
their  wagons,  and  from  thai  time  until  now 
the\  have  believed  in  God  and  have  wor- 
shipped him  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  They 
have  sent  more  than  60,000  of  their  own 
members  into  the  world  to  divide  with  our 
Father's  other  children  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,   our   Lord. 

The  result  has  been  that  we  have  con- 
tinued to  be  happy;  we  pass  through  the 
experiences  of  mortality  like  other  people, 
hut  we  have  had  an  anchor  that  has  made 
our  lives  delightful,  and  when  we  were  in 
doubt,  like  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
when  he  was  a  boy.  we  have  this  comfort: 
If  we  will  go  to  the  Lord  in  prayer,  he  will 
give    us   comfort.  ,  , 

Reference  has  been  made  in  this  confer- 
ence to  the  importance  of  seeking  the  Lord 
in  prayer.  And  we  should  know  that  our 
prayers  will  not  avail  us  much  unless  we 
repent     of    our    sins.  Faith,     repentance. 

baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission  of 
sins,  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  are  the  fundamental  teachings 
of  our  Heavenly  Father  to  us,  and  have 
been  the  groundwork  of  the  Church  since 
it  was  organised. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  fact  that 
we  are  engaged  in  a  terrible  war.  We  are 
involved  in  it,  far  though  we  are  from  the 
scenes  of  conflict.  But  there  are  two  wars 
going  on.  one  a  war  for  the  destruction  of 
human  life  and  property,  the  other  for  the 
destruction     of     eternal     happiness.  The 

latter  one  is  the  most  serious  because  it  is 
eternal. 


To-day  we  have  comparatively  few  regu- 
larly called  missionaries  in  the  world,   but 

We  have  about  80,000  members  of  tie' 
Church  in   the  armed  services  of  our  nation. 

If  they    have  been  properly  taughl   in  their 

hoines.  and  have  availed  themselves  of 
that  teaching  and  conformed  their  lives  to 
the  inspiration  that  should  come  therefroni, 
all  of  them  are  missionaries.  Thus,  there 
are  to-day  in  the  world,  by  example,  if  not 
by  precept,  80, ()()()  missionaries  labouring 
for  the  cause  of  the  Master,  demonstrating 
h\  their  conduct  that  thc\  know  that  God 
lives  and   that  Jesus  is  the  Christ. 

.Many  of  them  ma\  not  return;  quite  a 
number  of  them  have  already  given  their 
lives  in  order  that  liberty  of  conscience  and 
religion  may  remain  in  the  world,  but  lhe\ 
have  faced  their  problems  believing  they 
were  doing  their  duty  to  God  as  well  as 
their  country.  They  have  this  assurance 
if  they  have  kept  the  commandments  of 
(iod,  that  they  are  living  eternal  life,  that 
they  will  be  resurrected  from  the  dead, 
and  that  they  will  again  have  the  com- 
panionship of  those  they  love  when  tins 
earth  shall  have  been  cleansed  of  all  im- 
purity  and   become   the  celestial    kingdom. 

To-day  you  men  are  here  with  that 
serious  thought  in  your  minds,  and  as  you 
read  the  papers — and  it  is  very  distressing 
to  read  the  papers — and  as  you  examine  the 
public  magazines  that  come  to  your  table, 
you  see  that  not  only  is  the  world  at  war, 
but  it  is  drinking  in  the  tilth  and  degrada- 
tion of  humanity  through  the  printed  word, 
and  through  the  information  that  is  scat- 
tered broadcast.  I  was  thinking  to-da\, 
if  the  magazines  that  I  find  upon  the  tables 
of  my  brethren  and  sisters,  the  popular 
magazines  of  the  day.  had  been  brought 
into  my  mother's  home  when  J  was  a  child, 
I  would  have  been  denied  the  privilege  of 
looking  at  the  pictures  and  reading  the 
stories.  There  is  so  much  in  them  that  is 
debasing  and  destructive  of  the  morals  of 
humanity.  But  we  go  serenely  along  and 
our  children  are  exposed  to  those  things. 
If  we  are  properly  taught,  it  is  a.  joy  to  have 
in  our  homes  the  purity  of  virtue,  the 
sweetness   of  righteousness. 

A  number  of  years  ago  I  was  riding  on 
a.  train  with  one  of  our  prominent  Catholic 
bishops — a   very   fine   character — and   as   we 
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visited  and  compared  notes,  he  made  sonic 
expressions  with  reference  to  the  faith  of 
the  Latter-day  Saints  and  their  high  stand- 
ard of  morality,  and  intimated  lie  would 
like  to  know  why  it  was  that  we  were  aide 
to   maintain   such   a   desirable  condition. 

I  confided  in  him  and  said:  "  From  m\ 
mother's  knee  I  have  been  taught  that  this 
body  of  mine  should  be  kept  sacred,  as  the 
tabernacle  of  an  immortal  spirit.  I  was 
taught  when  I  was  a  child  that  to  be  clean 
in  my  living  was  most  important.  In 
fact,"  I  said,  "  upon  one  occasion  my 
father  called  me  to  him  when  T  was  just  a 
young  man,  and  he  said,  '  My  son,  I  have 
something  I  want  to  say  to  you.'  "  And 
I  said  to  the  bishop:  "  I  loved  my  father; 
I  almost  worshipped  him,  and  anything 
that  he  said  to  me  sank  deep  into  my  soul. 
He  said,  '  My  son,  there  are  reports  of  evil 
in  the  community ;  bad  men  and  bad  wom- 
en are  coming  in  from  different  parts  of 
the  country,  one  or  two  at  a  time.  I 
hope  that  you  will  avoid  them,  but  if  by 
any  chance  any  wicked  man  were  to  enter 
into  our  home  and  attempt  to  take  the  vir- 
tue of  your  mother  or  your  sister,  T  want 
you  to  know  from  your  father  that  I  would 
expect  you  to  defend  that  virtue  with  your 
life.  Then,'  he  said,  '  that  is  not  all.  I 
lay  the  same  obligation  upon  you  with 
reference  to  every  other  man's  wife  and 
daughter.'  " 

As    the    bishop    looked    at    me,    I    said : 

That  sank  into  my  soul,  and  has  been 
as  armour  to  me  as  I  have  travelled  through 
the  world,  and  it  has  been  a  joy  to  me  to 
hold  up  to  our  Father's  other  children  that 
standard  of  virtue :  not  only  shall  we  not 
have  our  own  despoiled,  but  we  should  see 
to  it  that  no  other  man's  family  should  be 
despoiled." 

He  looked  at  me  and  said:  "  I  thank 
you  for  that  suggestion.  T  have  never 
heard  anything  just  like  that.  I  hope  you 
will  have  no  objection  if  I  i-epeat  it  as  T 
go  among  my  people." 

It  is  regrettable  that  in  the  world  to-day 
in  many  cases  men  do  not  appreciate  that 
this  temple  of  the  body  is  sacred  and  should 
be  so  held,  that  this  body  of  ours  was  given 
to  us  as  a  tabernacle  for  the  spirit  while 
we  are  here  in  mortality,  but  that  the 
spirit  that  is  in  this  tabernacle  came  from 
God.       He  is  the   Father  of  it.        If  men 


realised  that,  how  much  more  careful  they 
would  be  to  protect  this  tabernacle  and 
keep  it  wholesome  and  delightful. 

Think  of  what  is  presented  to  us  in  the 
world  to-day.  Not  only  has  mankind 
strayed  from  the  moral  teachings  of  our 
Heavenly  Father,  for  we  were  told  here  to- 
day that  among  the  armed  forces,  those, 
who  are  facing  death,  a  large  percentage  of 
them  are  not  living  moral  lives.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  I  believe  that  in  that 
group  that  has  gone  out  from  the  Church 
of  J-esus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  there 
are  thousands  who  will  return  home  just  as 
clean  as  they  went,  if  they  come  at  all,  and 
if  they  do  not  come  back  to  us  alive,  they 
will  be  prepared  to  stand  in  the  presence 
of  their  Maker  and  give  an  account  for  the 
tune  they  spent  on  earth,  and  explain  bo 
him  why  they  are  there  now  because  they 
offered  their  mortal  lives  to  safeguard  their 
fellows. 

To-day  I  am  thinking  of  the  need  not  only 
of  prayer,  not  Only  of  faith — the  world  is 
teaching  that,  too — but  I  am  thinking  of 
the  need,  the  sublime  need,  jf  I  may  use 
that  term,  of  repentance  from  the  things 
of  the  world  and  the  turning  away  from  the 
temptations  that  afflict  mankind. 

We  are  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  because  we  desire  eter- 
nal life  in  the  celestial  kingdom.  We 
cannot  have  that  kind  of  a  life  unless  we 
keep  ourselves  clean.  It  would  not  make 
any  difference  who  the  man  is.  whose  son 
he  is,  or  what  family  he  belongs  to,  or  what 
church  he  belongs  to,  if  he  despoils  his  body 
he  must  account  some  time  to  God  for  his 
base  life. 

So  we  wdio  have  had  a  proper  teaching 
should  instill  in  the  lives  of  our  families, 
the  seriousness,  not  only  of  keeping  our- 
selves as  we  should  be.  but  if  we  should 
make  a  mistake,  how  great  the  need  of 
repentance  before  it  is  too  late.  So  let 
us  set  our  houses  in  order.  When  we 
write  to  our  loved  ones  who  are  in  the  army 
and  navy  and  air  service,  send  them  a  mes- 
sage of  confidence.  Say  to  them:  "  We 
count  on  you,"  even  as  the  patrician 
mother  who  gave  a  shield  to  her  son  who 
was  going  to  the  army,  and  said  :  "  Come 
home  with  it  or  upon  it."  So  we  should 
say  to  these  boys,  by  letter  if  we  have  not 
(Continued  on  page  46.) 
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MANY  years  ago  the  herald  angels  <>n 
the  hills  of  Bethlehem  sang  together 
tor  the  shepherds,  and  for  all  the  world, 
the  joyous  chorus,  "  Peace  on  earth,  good 
will  to  men."  When  be,  whose  birth  the 
angels  then  announced,  grew  to  manhood 
and  was  about  to  finish  his  work  among  men 
and  return  to  the  courts  of  glory  whence  lie 
had  come,  lie  gathered  his.  disciples  about 
him  and  said  unto  them,  "  Peace  I  leave 
with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you  ;  not  as 
the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let 
not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be 
afraid.  " 

About  the  dearest  and  sweetest  word  that 
one  can  now  speak  or  hear  is  Peace.  We 
are  living  in  a  world  enthralled  in  war  and 
yearning  for  peace.  When  peace  is  so  dear 
to  the  soul,  why  do  men  smother  it  to  death 
in  a  black,  smudgy  fog  of  war?  Perhaps 
we  as  well  ask  why  love — the  faultless 
fountain  of  heavenly  joy,  is  so  frequently 
and  wilfully  transformed  into  the  sewage 
and  sorrow  of  hate.  If  we  would  but  live 
by  the  law  so  simply  laid  down  by  him 
whom  we  call  the  Prince  of  Peace;  then 
peace  would  fill  the  earth.  No  more  would 
our  sons  and  brothers  and  husbands  and 
sweethearts  wade  surf  and  stream,  trudge 
through  mud  and  lurk  in  disguise  and  dark- 
ness, striving  for  opportunity  to  take  the 
life  of  another  mother's  son  or  a  brother, 
husband  or  father.  If  the  world  were  ruled 
by  love,  we  would  not  be  waiting  with 
anxious,  heavy  hearts  the  distracting  news 
that,  now  must  come  to  so  many  of  us. 
Love  alone  would  stop  the  war  and  bathe 
the  world  in  peace.  But  too  many  of  us 
won't  love.  Too  many  of  us  seem  to  want 
to  gorge  ourselves  on  the  fruits  of  hell  and 
hate.  bitter  as  aloes  and  deadly  as 
strychnine. 

When,  then,  shall  peace  come?  If  we 
are  to  believe  the  prophets  we  shall  not  be 
too  hopeful  of  an  early  and  long  continued 
peace.  While  Lucifer  rules,  the  earth  shall 
mourn.  He  is  the  father  of  strife  and  his 
children  revel  in  it.       But  Lucifer  shall  not 


always   rule.  (lis   end    is    near   and    be    US 

driving  at  furious  rate  for  a  goal.  The  time 
shall  soon  cpme  when  his  course  will  be 
run  and  his  usurped  sovereignity  brought  to 
an  end.  These  are  the  last  days.  He  who 
made  this  earth  and  gave  his  blood  to  re- 
deem its  people,  will  come  again  upon  it 
and  assume  his  rightful  place  as  "  King  of 
kings    and    Lord    of    lords."  Then   for   a 

thousand  years  there  shall  be  no  war,  but 
love  shall  fill  the  hearts  of  men  and  peace 
shall  cover  the  earth. 

Belief  in  the  second  coming  of  the 
Messiah  is  common  to  a  large  portion  of 
Christian  sects  and  people.  But  there  are 
diversified  ideas  and  interpretations  regard- 
ing the  literality  of  this  great  world  event. 
There  are  those  who  would  throw  a  veil  of 
mysticism  over  it  and  tell  us  it  is  only  in  a 
spiritual  sense  that  the  Messiah  will  come. 
He  will  stealthily  creep  into  the  hearts  of 
the  people  and  from  there  govern  affairs  by 
his  holy  influence  while  the  world  will  go 
on  in  its  natural  way. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  does   not   share   such   belief.  We 

believe  that  the  coming  of  the  Lord  again 
to  earth  to  dwell  with  and  reign  over  his 
people  will  be  just  as  literal  as  was  his  life 
among  his  disciples  in  Palestine  nearly  two 
thousand  years  ago.  We  accept  the 
promise  of  the  scripture  that  this  shall  be 
so.  The  Risen  Lord  took  final  leave  of  his 
disciples  from  Mt.  Olivet,  where  he  gave 
them  his  last  bit  of  comfort  and  instruction. 
The  writer  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  gives 
us  an  account  of  this  sacred  assembly  and 
the  divine  ascension  in  these  words  : 

And  when  he  had  spoken  these  things, 
while  they  beheld,  he  was  taken  up  ;  and  a 
cloud  received  him  out  of  their  sight. 

And  while  they  looked  steadfastly  to- 
ward heaven  as  he  went  up,  behold,  two 
men  stood  by  them  in  white  apparel; 

Which  also  said,  Ye  men  of  Galilee, 
why  stand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven  ?  this 
same  Jesus,  which  is  taken  up  from  you 
into  heaven,   shall  so  come  in  like  manner 
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as  ye  have   seen    him   go   into  heaven." — 
Acts  1  .0-11. 
The  second  advent  of  our  Saviour  is  manj 

times  spoken  of  as  the  "  great  and  dreadful 
day  of  the  Lord."  We  look  upon  it  as 
being  very  explicitly  that — both  a  great  and 
a  dreadful  day.  We  cannot  believe  the 
Scriptures  without  believing  that  the 
Messiah  will  come  again  and  that  he  will 
come  in  judgment.  The  sight  of  the  Maker 
and  Redeemer  of  the  world  coming  from 
the  skies  in  his  glory  with  the  holy  angels 
will  strike  terror  and  shame  to  the  hearts 
of  the  wicked  and  they  will  wish  for  the 
rocks  to  fall  upon  them  to  hide  them  from 
his   view.  The    earth    will   shake   and    a 

besom  of  destruction  will  spread  over  its 
surface  and  the  wicked  will  be  burned  as 
stubble.  Surely  it  will  be  a  dreadful  da\ 
for  the  ungodly  !  But  what  a  day  of 
ecstatic  joy  it  will  be  to  the  righteous  when 
they  look  upon  the  face  of  their  Lord  and 
Saviour  as  he  descends  in  glory  toward  the 
earth  and  they  are  caught  up  to  meet  him 
in  the  sky.  • 

Space  here  will  not  permit  extensive  quot- 
ing, but  we  would  urge  the  careful  reading 
of  the  following  scripture  :  1  Thess.  4:14-17; 
2  Thess.  1:7-10;  Jude  14,  15;  Matt. 
24:21-51;  Doc.  and  Cov.  sections  20,  43, 
45,  88. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  the  coming_of  the 
Lord  in  glory  could  not  occur  without  pre- 
paration. Before  visiting  the  earth  with 
such  terrible  destruction  as  is  to  accompany 
the  Second  Advent,  so  vividly  portrayed  in 
the  prophecies  we  have  cited,  we  might  well 
expect  the  Lord  to  send  his  messengers  to 
warn  the  people  to  repent  and  escape  the 
calamity.  That  has  been  his  procedure  in 
times  past  and  Malachi  plainly  tells  us  it 
will  be  so  before  the  Lord  shall  come  "  like 
a  refiner's  fire."  We  might  expect  him  to 
establish  his  true  Church  and  kingdom  upon 
the  earth  with  a  full  gospel  plan  and  men 
duly  commissioned  to  act  in  his  name  in 
the  holy  ordinances  of  that  gospel.  In 
fact,  John  the  Beloved,  tells  us  that  as  he 
gazed  from  the  Isle  of  Patmos  down  through 
the  sketches  of  time  he  ' '  saw  another  angel 
fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  having  the  ever- 
lasting gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that 
dwell  on  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and 
kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people."  (Revela- 
tion 14:6-7.)       This  angel  must  come  from 


heaven  bringing  the  gospel  to  earth  before 
the  "  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord." 

The  Prophet  Malachi  closed  the  book  of 
his  prophecy  with  this  solemn  announce- 
in  ait  : 

'  Behold,  I  will  send  you  Elijah  the 
prophet  before  the  coming  of  the  great  and 
dreadful  day  of  the  Lord  : 

"  And  he  shall  turn  the  hearts  of  the 
fathers  to  the  children,  and  the  heart  of  the 
children  to  their  fathers,  lest  1  come  and 
smite  the  earth  with  a  curse." — Malachi 
4:5-6. 

The  same  prophet  also  tells  us  that  "  the 
Lord,  whom  ye  seek,  shall  suddenly  come 
to  his  temple." 

The  prophets  have  predicted  and  the 
Lord  himself  declared  that  before  his 
coming  the  righteous  would  be  "  gathered 
from  the  four  winds,  from  one  end  of 
heaven  to  the  other." 

Latter-day  Saints  make  solemn  declara- 
tion that  all  of  these  preparations  have 
been  made,  except  the  gathering  of  the 
saints,  and  that  has  been  in  process  for 
more  than  a  hundred  years.  God  has  sent 
his  messengers.  They  have  been  prepar- 
ing his  way ;  and  preaching  the  warning 
words  of  repentance  through  a  missionary 
system  and  service  unparalleled  in  the 
world.  The  angel  that  John  saw  has  flown 
from  heaven  and  restored  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  again  to  earth  and  men  have 
been  divinely  commissioned  and  authorized 
to  perform  the  ordinances  in  it  for  the  salva- 
tion and  exaltation  of  all  who  will  obey. 

Elijah  of  old  has  come  to  earth  as  Malachi 
promised   he    would.  Organized    activity 

in  genealogical  work  had  its  inception  fol- 
lowing and  resultant  of  his  coming.  The 
hearts  of  the  fathers  past  on  have  turned 
to  their  children  yet  in  life  and  the  hearts 
of  those  children  have  turned  to  their 
fathers,  and  great  libraries  have  been  filled 
with  names  of  identified  dead  who  are 
receiving  and  are  yet  to  receive  the  proxy 
work  of  salvation  in  the  holy  temples  of 
the  Lord. 

All  this  has  been  done  in  preparation  for 
that  great  day  of  our  Lord's  advent. 
Other  things  must  yet  first  occur.  When 
the  great  day  will  come  no  one  knows — 
"  not  even  the  angels  of  heaven."  That 
it  will  come  is  certain,  and  with  it  will 
(Continued  on  page  46.) 
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Youth  OF  TO-DAY— 
Man  OF  TO-MORROW 

By  DR.  DAVID  S.  MURDOCK 


MOKE  than  one  hundred  years  ago, 
-Joseph  Smith  gave  to  the  world  what 
is  known  as  the  Word  of  Wisdom  " — 
Section  89  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 
At  the  time  it  was  given,  it  was  not  a  com- 
mandment, but  a  word  of  advice  to  he  used 
in  the  affairs  of  the  members  of  the  Church. 
Since  that  time,  the  Word  of  Wisdom  as 
the  "  will  of  the  Lord  "  has  been  accepted 
as  having  the  force  of  a  direct  command- 
ment. 

In  that  great  document,  the  Lord  makes 
a.  wonderful  promise — one  found  nowhere 
else  in  literature — those  who  obey  "  shall 
receive  health  in  their  navel  and  marrow  to 
their  bones."  In  other  words,  they  have 
been  promised  that  they  will  be  strong  and 
healthy,  full  of  pure  red  blood,  the  keynote 
of  health — blood  that  can  take  the  proper 
supply  of  food  and  oxygen  to  the  various 
organs  and  tissues  of  the  body. 

What  kind  of  man  will  you  be  to-morrow 
if  you  fill  your  body  with  poisons  to-day? 
Let  us  examine  only  the  poisons  found  in 
the  cigarette  habit : 

Nicotine  is  the  second  most  deadly  poison 
known,  yet  it  is  colourless  and  difficult  for 
the  layman  to  detect.    Its  source  is  tobacco. 

Carbon  Monoxide,  a  very  poisonous  gas 
formed  in  the  smoke  of  the  cigarette  kills 
the  red  corpuscles,  leaving  a  blue,  thin, 
sickly  blood  instead  of  a  rich,  red  blood,  and 
is  a  cause  of  convulsions  and  other  ail- 
ments. 

Hydrocyanic  arid,  or  prussic  acid,  is  a 
deadly  poison.  Sometimes  merely  inhal- 
ing the  vapour  of  this  acid  will  give  rise  to 
serious  illness  and  may  cause  death.  This 
acid  softens  the  delicate  brain  and  other 
cells  of  the  reproductive  system.  All  three 
are  present  in  cigarette  smoking. 

There  are  still  more  poisons  in  this 
friendly  little  weapon  that  ruin  the  stomach, 
kill  the  appetite,  weaken  the  heart,  en- 
danger eyesight,  injure  the  hearing,  and 
weaken  the  nervous  system.  We  cannot 
take  poisons  into  our  bodies  without  injur- 


ing   them,     and     we    cannot     take    cigarette 
smoke  into  our  systems  without  introducing 

t  hese   poisons  into  t  hem. 

By  introducing  poisons  into  our  system, 
especially  when  we  are  young,  we  destroy 
ourselves  spiritually,  physically,  morally, 
and  we  weaken  ourselves  economically.  We 
wreck  the  foundation  upon  which  we  hope 
to  build  our  Temple  of  Achievement  to- 
morrow. So  live  to-day  that  the  man  you 
should  be  to-morrow  will  be  able  to  take  his 
place  among  the  leaders  of  his  generation. 

Then,  let  me  ask  you,  what  heritage  are 
you  to  leave  for  your  sons  and  daughters'.' 
A  clean  mind  and  body  will  bring  a  clean 
and  constructive  life.  Far  away,  or  near 
at  hand,  your  son  is  awaiting  his  turn.  His 
very  life,  his  power,  his  soul  are  in  your 
hands.  Will  his  be  a  brain  unspoiled  by 
poisonous  dissipation,  a  mind  trained  to 
think  and  act,  a.  nervous  system  that  is 
steady  and  true!1  He  stands  there  help- 
less waiting  to  see  what  you  prepare  for 
him.  Will  you  let  him  come  as  a  man 
among  men  of  his  time,  or  will  you  ruin  his 
inheritance  before  he  has  even  had  an 
opportunity  to  accept  of  it  ?  This  is 
the  problem  of  our  youth  to-day  (which  un- 
fortunately includes  some  mothers  and 
fathers).  In  the  reconstruction  of  the 
world,  we  will  need  our  best  crop  of  men 
and  women.  And  our  youth  to-day  will 
produce  them  if  they  are  to  be  produced. 

Youth  To-day  : — What  is  your  message  to 
the  Man  of  To-Morrow  ?  Are  you  brave 
enough  to  accept  a  challenge  ?  Then,  here 
it  is:  "  That  1  may  be  strong  in  body, 
mind,  and  heart:  I  will,  God  helping  me, 
abstain  from  the  use  of  tobacco  and  other 
harmful  things,  and  I  will  prepare  myself 
for  to-morrow,  and  I  will  give  my  children 
the  full  power  of  their  heritage." 


Arise,    therefore,    and  be  doing,    and  the 
Lord  be  with  thee. 

1  Chron.  22:16. 
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DISTRICT   HIGHLIGHTS 


Springs  Branch.  I.  C.  Lome,  President, 
8,  McOann  St.,  Sellection  Park. 
The  Genealogical  Society  started  its 
season's1  work  with  a  successful  dancing 
party  and  an  official  opening  of  its  monthly 
meetings  by  the  District  Genealogical 
Supervisor,  Sister  Edie  Muir,  who  was  the 
main  speaker  and  answered  many  questions 
concerning  the  work.  Brother  and  Sister 
Melvin  Jakins  have  returned  from  a  very 
enjoyable  holiday  in  Durban.  We  enjoyed 
a  visit  and  talk  from  Brother  George  Canter 
during  the  month. 

hiahona  Branch.  Ariel  T.  Smith,  Presi- 
dent, 61,  Victoria  Avenue,  Rosettenville, 
Johannesburg . 

Brother    Elmer   E.    Muir    returned    from 

'  Up  North  "  looking  well,  considering  the 

many   wounds   he   has   had  ;    he  is  on   leave 

prior  to  entering  the  hospital,   and  we  give 

him  a  hearty  welcome. 

Pretoria  Branch.  Carl  Kunita,  440,  Retiej 
St.,    West   End. 

District  President  and  Sister  Edie  Muir 
visited  the  branch  on  the  11th  of  the  month. 
Their  presence  and  visit  were  very  much 
enjoyed  and  the  Genealogical  work  was 
given  special  attention. 
Krugersdorp  Edna  Kewney,  80,  Premier 
Street. 

Sister  Edna  Kewney  reports  a  very  fine 
visit  to   Cumorah    and    has   returned   with 
some  new  ideas  for  the  work. 
Ftamah  Branch.       Norman  (1 .  Muir,  Presi- 
dent, 11,  Johannes  St.,  Troyville,  Johan- 
nesburg. 

"We  regret  to  report  the  death  of  Air.  Gert 
Gr.  Ackerman  on  February  15th,  father  of 
Sister  Hester  Jacobs.  We  extend  our 
sympathy.  Brother  J.  (ioulden  Evans  has 
returned  to  his  home  after  a  lengthy  stay 
at  Bandolierskop.  Mary  Evans  is  confined 
to  bed  but  is  recovering  slowly.  Mrs.  C. 
M.  Nelson,  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister 
J.  .1.  Jacobs,  is  in  the  Springkill  Sana- 
torium; we  wish  her  a.  speedy  recovery.  A 
daughter  arrived  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Sister  Gloria  Taylor.  March  12th.  We 
sorrow  with  the  parents  for  the  babe 
remained     here     only     six     days.  Kamah 

M.l.A.    sponsored    a    Aery    successful    open- 
ing social,. March  (Ub — one  of  those  "  Can't 


gel  away  "  affairs.  The-  following  officers 
and  teachers  were  sustained  Sunday,  the 
1th:  Relief  Society  President:  Sister 
Ann  (ianter  with  Sister  Josephine  Smith 
and    Doreen    (ianter   Counsellors    and    Sistei 

Edie  Muir  Secretary;  Teachers  are. Sisters 
Muriel        Barnes,       Kittj        Smith       and 

Josephine  Smith;  V. M.M.I. A..  Tex  \V. 
Smith  President,  Vincent  (ianter  and  Harry 

Sharpe,     Counsellors;     Y.  W.M.I.  A.,     Mercia 

1'.  Muir  President.  Margrel  Jennings  and 
Eunice  Ladebrook  Counsellors  and  Myrtle 
Muir  Secretary;  Teachers,  Tex  W.  Smith, 
Joy  Maloney  and  Harry  Sharpe;  Sunda\ 
School,  Bro.  Francis  Donly  Acting  Superin- 
tendent, with  Martin  Orton  Counsellor, 
Teachers  Bernard  Hubert.  George  (ianter, 
Margret  Jennings,  Alva  Phipson,  Louise 
Phipson,  Yvonne  Matthews,  and  Mercia 
Muir  Secretary;  Teachers,  Tex  W.  Smith, 
porarih  discontinued.  The  first  monthly 
Officers"  and  Teachers'  Meeting  was  held 
March  5th. 
Epping     (lard  en      Village.  Leslie     liaise. 

President .  "  Marco  art ."  Main  1!<L.   F.erste 

Liver. 

Sunday,  March  11th.  the  Relief  Societv 
was  organized  with  Sister  Irene  Smith 
Louw  President,  with  Sister  YV.  J.  Swane- 
pool  and  Sister  Edith  Maroin  S.  Langford 
as  Counsellors  and  Florence  E.  Smith  Sieins 
Secretary.  President  and  Sister  Sharp  were 
the  speakers  at  the  Sunday  evening  service 
held  in  the  home  of  Bro.  and  Sister  Louw. 

Our  congratulations  to  Sister  Florence 
Eva  Smith  and  Brother  Henry  Siems. 
Their  marriage  was  performed  at  Cumorah, 
Saturday,  March  3,  by  President  June  B. 
Sharp. 

Amy  Genieve  Halse  in  the  Groot  Schuur 
Hospital  is  showing  excellent  improvement. 
East  London.     H.  A.  T.  Jabber,  President, 

5,  Nahoon  View  Kd.,  Quigney. 

With  sorrow  we  report  the  passing  of 
Sister  Stoffelina  Jacoba  Jubber,  of  Fast 
London.  She  was  born  September  6, 
1871,  at  Cradock,  C.P.,  and  was  baptized 
and  confirmed  a  member  of  the  Church 
September  20,  1908,  by  Elder  C.  Perry 
Bockwood.  Brother  and  Sister  Jubber 
always  maintained  a.  lovely  home  and  reared 
a    fine    familv.       Their    home    was    alwavs 
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'  Home  "  to  the  rnanj  Elmers  who  have 
laboured  in  Last  Lonfion.  Ask K-  Crpm  her 
iiiai)\  borne  duties,  Sister  Jubber  has  for 
m;iii\  years  served  as  a  nurse  and  wenl 
about  doing  good. 

Mowbray  Branch.      Thomas  Wilson,  Pfesi- 

dent,  Forrest  R<l.,  R&ndebosch, 

Relief    Society     was    reorganized     with 

Sister   Clarissa    Bibb    President    and    Sisters 

Veru  Cray  and  Cecelia  Harvey  Counsellors 

and        Sister       Then.        Cherret        Secretary. 

Teachers  are  Sisters  Johanna  Fourie, 
Prances  Louw,  Kay  Gilberson,  Violet 
Taylor.  Sister  Amy  Hyland  in  charge  of 
sewing. 

Meeting  of  the  Relief  Society  has  been 
changed  from  Thursday  evening  to  Tuesday 
afternoon  at  2.30  p.m.,  and  the  attendance 
is  showing  a.  tine  increase. 

Brother  Donald  Crane  is  in  the  Monastery 
Hospital  Home  recovering  from  an  appen- 
dix operation.  His  folks  in  Australia  will 
be  pleased  to  know  that  he  is  doing  well 
and   will  he  out   in   a   few  days. 

Word  was  received  during  the  month  that 
President  Folland  and  family  are  settled  in 
their  home  520-2nd  Avenue,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Utah,  and  would  he  pleased  to  hear  from 
their  many  friends. 

Mowbray  M.I. A.  held  an  outing  Thurs- 
day evening  and  a  very  good  time  was 
enjoyed  by  all.  Watermelon  feasting  was 
the  special   feature. 

Friday  evening,  March  23",  the  Primary 
prize-giving  party  was  held.  Perfect  and 
near  perfect  attendance  records  were  read 
and  graduation  diploma  was  presented  to 
.Miss  La  June  Sharp  for  having  successfully 
completed  all   the   Primary   work. 

Saturday  evening;  March  24.  a  tine 
banquet  arid  programme  as  held  in  honour 
of  all  Branch  Members  50  years  of  age  and 
over. 

Durban   Branch.     Louis   Duncan,   President , 

204.   Essenwood  Road,   Pferea. 

Brother  Duncan  reports  this  new  address 
to  which  he  recently  moved  and  is  convinced 
that  home  hunting  in   Durban  presents  its 
troubles. 
Port     Elizabeth     Brunch.  Robt.     K.     F. 

Doller,    President^    IN.    Caithness    Road, 

Walmer. 

All  the  organizations  are  off  to  a  good 
start  for  the  season's  work. 


Let    no    mean    jealousies    pervert    your 

mind, 
A  blemish  in  another's  fame  to  find; 
Be.  grateful  for  the  gifts  that  you  possess, 
Nor    deem    a    rival's    merits    makes    yours 

less. " 

William  Cowper. 


□    Q 


I  speak  unto  you  who  deny  the  revela- 
tions of  God,  and  say  that  they  are  done 
away,  that  there  are  no  relevations,  nor 
prophecies,  nor  gifts,  nor  healing,  nor 
speaking  with  tongues,  and  the  interpreta- 
tion of  tongues;  behold  I  say  unto  you,  he 
that  denieth  these  things  knoweth  not  the 
gospel  of  Christ ;  yea,  he  has  not  read  the 
scriptures ;  if  so,  lie  does  not  understand 
them.  For  do  we  not  read  that  God  is 
the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever, 
and  in  him  there  is  no  variableness  neither 
shadow  of  changing?  But  behold,  I  will 
show  unto  you  a  God  of  miracles,  even  the 
God  of  Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Isaac, 
and  the  God  of  Jacob,  and  it  is  the  same 
God  who  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth, 
and  all  things  that  in  them  are. 

B.  of  M.,  Mormon  9:7-11. 


We  know  not  what  hour  we  shall  be  taken 
away.  May  we  be  as  pure  in  heart  when 
the  Lord  takes  us  out  of  the  world  as  when 
He  placed  us  into  it. 

Matt.   18:1-4. 


This  is  a  world  of  action,  and  not  for 
moping  and  droning  in. 

Dickens. 

□   □  

"  The  first  and  best  victory  is  to  conquer 
self,  to  be  conquered  by  self  is  of  all  things 
the  most  shameful  and  vile." 

Plato. 

Q     □    

"  Pure  self-denial  is  our  good  angel's 
hand  barring  the  gates  of  sin." 

Abbe  Mullois. 


'Truth  is  the  strong  thing.       Let  man's 
life  be  true  ! 

Robert  Browning. 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations     for 

May,  1945 


SACRAMENT    CEM. 

I   know  that   my   Redeemer   lives ; 
What  comfort  this  sweet  sentence  gives! 
He   lives.   He   lives,    who   once  was   dead ; 
He  lives,   niv  overliving  head. 


GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

Wherefore,  beloved,  seeing  that  ye  look  for 
such  things,  he  diligent  that  ye  may  be  found 
of    him    in    peace,    without    spot  and    blameless. 

IT  Peter  3:14. 


GOSPEL    MESSAGE. 

Finally,  brethren,  farewell.  Be  perfect.  Be 
of  good  comfort,  be  of  one  mind,  live  in  peace, 
and  the  God  of  Love  and  Peace  will  be  with 
you.— Gal.    13:11. 

SENIORS. 

Trust  ye  in  the  Lord  for  ever:  for  in  the 
Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength. 

Isaiah   26:4. 

JUNIORS. 

And  ye  shall  be  hated  of  all  men  for  my 
name's  sake  ;  but  he  that  endureth  to  the  end 
shall  be  saved.— Matt.  11 :22. 

INTERMEDIATE   CLASSES. 

And  all  that  call  upen  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
and  keep  His  commandments  shall  be  saved. 

D.   and  C.   101  :17. 

PRIMARY. 

But  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
his  righteousness,  and  all  these  things  shall  be 
added  unto  yon. — 2  Nephi  14:33. 

KINDERGARTEN. 

I   fold   niv  arms  and  bow   my   head, 
I'm   good   as   I  can   be, 
Come  fold  your  arms  and  sit  up  straight 
And  bow  your  head   like  me. 
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Branch   Teacher's   Message, 
May,    1945 

"The  teacher's  duty  is  to  watch  over 
the  church  always,  and  be  with  and 
strengthen  them ; 

"  And  see  that  there  is  no  iniquity  in 
the  church,  neither  hardness  with  "each 
other,  neither  lying,  backbiting,  nor  evil 
speaking; 

"And  see  that  the  church  meet  together 
often,  and  also  see  that  all  the  members  do 
their  duty."     (l>.  and  C.  20:53-55.) 

"BE  WITH  AND  STRENGTHEN 
THEM" 

THE  Lord  was  speaking  when  the  injunction — 
"  be  with  and  strengthen  Hunt  " — was  in- 
cluded in  the  duties  of  the  teacher.  To  whom 
was  he  referring?  Whom  is  the  teacher  to 
"be     with  "  ?  Whom      is     the     teacher     to 

"  strengthen  "  ? 

"  Them  "  refers  to  "  the  Church  "  as  stipu- 
lated in  a  preceding  injunction  recorded  in  the 
same  verse  of  this  revelation.  (Doc.  and  Cov. 
20:53.)  "The  Church"    to   a   ward  teacher, 

therefore,  is  "  them  "  or  the  family  or  fami- 
lies for  whom  he  is  responsible  to  the  bishop. 
Knowing  whom  the  teacher  is  to  "  be  with  " 
and  whom  he  is  to  "  strengthen  "  is  one  thing, 
but  knowing  trhen  he  is  to  perform  these  duties 
is    the   purpose   of  these   suggestions. 

Having  a  perfect  knowledge  of  human  nature 
our  Lord  knows  that  we  are  all  subject  to 
weaknesses.  He  recognizes  that  sometimes  we 
are  strong  and  confident  and  that  at  other  times 
we  are  weak  and  need  support.  Those  moments 
when  we  are  weak  and  have  need  cf  strength 
are  his   greatest  concern   for  ns. 

He  knows  the  deterrent  influence  of  tempta- 
tion, and  of  discouragement.  He  knows  how 
the  loneliness  of  bereavement  frequently  leaves 
the  mind  disarmed  against  Lucifer's  subtle  sug- 
gestion of  injustice.  He  knows  how  the  pinch 
of  poverty,  the  children's  cry  for  bread  or  their 
plea  for  clothing,  may  distort  men's  notions 
of  where  right  ends  and  wrong  begins.  He 
knows  how  a  thoughtless  act  or  the  deadly 
tongue  of  gossip  may  destroy  righteous  ambition 
in  the  hearts  of  men.  Yes,  he  knows  all  the 
tricks  in  Satan's  catalogue.  He  knows  full 
well  how  great  is  Lucifer's  power  to  sell  his 
devilish  ideas  to  unsuspecting  souls  in  moments 
of  weakness. 

Does  any  ward  teacher  suppose  that  these 
temptations  and  conditions  hold  back  their 
weighted  influence  during  the  month  and  then 
burst  upon  a  family  just  when  he  decides  it  is 
time  to  make  his  monthly  visit?  Does  any 
ward  teacher  suppose  that,  if  such  things  did 
happen,  he  could,  by  some  magic  sweep,  cure 
the  month's  accumulation  of  ills  in  the  few 
moments  he  spends  with  the  family  every  thirty 
days  ? 

Perhaps  some  may  think  that  such  questions 
are  quite  unnecessary.  Well,  it  is  hoped  they 
are,  but  it  is  believed  they  may  stimulate  some 
good  thinking  on  the  part  of  teachers  who  may 
entertain  the  notion  that  a  visit  once  a  month 
is  ward  teaching. 

■'Continued  on   page  46.) 
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True  To  The   Faith.     From   page  89. 

already  trained  them.  "  Come  home  in 
purity,   or  come  home  not  at  all." 

That  is  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  ;  that 
is  the  purpose  of  tins  conference.  The 
re&SOEl  we  are  here  to-day  is  that  we  be- 
lieve sincerely  that  we  are  the  sons  of  God 
and  that  he  desires  that  we  be  happy  for- 
ever, and  the  life  that  is  to  make  us  happy 
is  the  life  that  conforms  to  the  teachings 
of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord. 
Let  us  see  to  it  that  wherever  we  go  we 
teach  by  precept  the  gospel  of  repentance, 
,uid  by  our  conduct  live  the  gospel  of  re- 
pentance and  faith  in  God;  and  in  prayer 
let  us  go  to  him  and  plead  for  power  to 
resist  evil  and  to  cleave  to  that  which  is 
right,  that  in  the  end  we  may  have  the 
companionship  of  those  we  love,  through- 
out the  ages  of  eternity,  and  that  right  here 
upon  this  earth,  when  it  shall  become  the 
celestial  kingdom. 

That  is  why  we  are  here  to-day,  brethren. 
That  is  the  blessing  that  God  has  given  to 
us  in  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ — it  is  that 
anchor  that  should  make  us  secure  against 
all  evil,   if  we  will  permit  it  so  to  do. 

hi  conclusion  let  me  say,  knowing  that 
I  stand  here  as  one  of  the  older  ones  among 
you,  I  leave  with  you  my  testimony-  This 
is  not  some  imaginary  thing  with  me ;  I 
know  that  God  lives;  I  know  that  Jesus 
is  the  Christ ;  I  know  that  Joseph  Smith 
is  a  prophet  of  the  living  God.  as  I  know 
that  I  stand  here  and  speak  to  you;  and 
with  that  knowledge  in  my  soul  I  plead  that 
we  shall  go  forward  with  faith  and  with 
prayerfulness  and  with  hope  and  courage 
to  receive  at  the  hands  of  our  Heavenly 
Father  a  glorious  welcome  home  when  mor- 
tality shall  cease  and  we  go  to  immortality. 
I  pray  that  it  may  be  so  for  us  and  for  all 
that   we  love,  wherever  they  may  be. 

One  word  more.  Let  us  remember  the 
mothers  of  these  men  who  are  in  the  mis- 
sionary field  and  in  the  armed  services — 
for  they  are  both- the  same— let  us  remem- 
ber these  good  women,  and  where  they  are 
bereft  let  us  go  out  of  our  way  to  comfort 
their  hearts.  They  have  not  given  their 
own  lives,  but  they  have  given  that  which 
is  dearer  than  life  itself,  and  we  owe  it  to 
them,  after  the  sacrifices  they  have  made 
to  bear  children,  to  surround  them  by  the 
arms  of  our  love  and  let  them  feel  that  we' 


are  in  s\inpalh\  with  I  hem.  and  grateful 
that  they  are  able  to  go  on.  wailing  for  the 
gathering  of  the  family  when  it  shall  finally 
come. 

Cod     bless    you,     and     peace     be     in     your 

hearts  and  in  your  homes,  throughout  our 
great  land,  and  throughout  the  world  as  H 
result  of  repentance  and  righteousness,  I 
humbly  pray,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Amen. 


Branch  Teachers'    Message.  -From  page    L5. 

It  requires  only  a  little  thought  to  know  that 
the  Lord  expects  ward  teat  hers  to  "be  with 
and  strengthen  them  "  whenever  they  neqd 
atr,eftgth.  It    requires    even    less    thought    to 

know  that  weaknesses,  sorrow,  and  unfortunate 
circumstances  may  overtake  men  at  any  time. 
Really  to  "  strengthen  them,''  we  must  be 
"with  them"    when    they   need    us.  Belated 

assistance,  when  the  need  has  passed,  excuses 
not  the  slothful. 

What  greater  assignment,  what  greater  call, 
can  come  to  man  than  to  "be  with  and 
strengthen  "  the  discouraged,  the  bereaved,  the 
sick,  the  maimed,  the  lonely,  the  inactive.  What 
greater  satisfaction  than  to  give  such  strength 
and   sustenance   when  it  is  needed? 

In  your  visits  have  you  so  endeared  yourself 
to  the  Saints  that  when  they  need  comfort, 
assistance,  or  encouragement,  they  instinctively 
think  of  you  and  wish  that  somehow  you  could 
know  they  were  needing  you  and  that  they  would 
appreciate  your  call?  If  they  desire  that  you 
speak  at  the  funeral  service  of  a  member  of 
the  family,  does  the  bishop  have  to  bring  you 
the  word,  or  are  you  there  in  person  to  offer 
your  condolence  and  to  hear  their  request?  If 
there  is  a  "  shut-in  "  among  your  members,  do 
you  call  frequently  to  cheer  him  along?  Thirty 
days  between  "messages"  from  the  ward 
teacher  whom  they  love  is  a.  long  time  to  wait. 
How  long  since  you,  with  the  approval  of  your 
bishop,  administered  the  sacrament  to  members 
long   detained   at    home   through   illness? 

Think  of  all  the  times  you  could  have  helped 
"  them  "  and  then  count  the  number  of  times 
you  really  did  assist.  What  is  your  score? 
Do  you  have  rcom  for  improvement  ?  The  Lord 
will  sustain  and  bless  you  in  any  additional 
effort  you  make  to  increase  the  quality  of  your 
teaching. 

Only  the  ward  teacher  who  is  willing  to 
"  watch  over  the  Church  always  "  will  be  in  a 
position  to  "be  with  and  strengthen  them  " 
when   they  need  strength. 


How  And  When  Shall   Peace  Come. — From  page 

41. 
come  the  lasting  peace  for  which  the  world 
now  yearns.  But  there  will  be  the  "  foolish 
virgins  "  for  whom  his  coming  will  bring 
no  peace.  Let  us  watch  that  we  be  not 
among  them. 

Liahona.       E.L.M. 
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Soloist. 
Ho  who  sings  his  own  praises  seldom  gets  an 
encore. 

— The  Sunshine  Magazine. 

□  a 
Rock. 

Goliath:  "Why  don't  von  stand  up  here  and 
Bght  me?  " 

David:  "  Don't  hurry  me,  hi^  boy,  wait  until 
I   get  a  little  boulder."' 

— Case  and  Comment. 

□  □ 

Kidding. 
Liza:    "Ah    wants   a   pair  o'    shoes    fob    mall 

little  gal." 

Clerk:    "  Black   kid?  " 

Liza  :    "  You    all   jes'    mind   yo'   own    business 

an'    get    me    dem    shoes." 

— The  Balance  Sheet. 

□  a 

Chicken. 

Blonde  "Waitress:  "  I  have  stewed  kidneys. 
boiled  tongue,   fried  liver,    and  pig's  feet." 

Brakie:  "Don't  tell  me  your  troubles,  sister. 
give  me  a   chicken   pie." 

□  D 

Appraisal. 

She  was  just  temperamental — 90  per  cent. 
temper    and    10   per   cent,    mental. 

□  □ 

Flip. 

Teacher:  "Donald  give  me  a  sentence  con- 
taining '  flippancy  '." 

Donald:  "Let's  flip  'n  '  see  whether  1  pass 
or  flunk." 

— Case  and  Comment. 

□  a 

Careless. 

White  Friend:  "Well,  Mose.  how  is  your 
better-half  this  morning?  " 

Mose:  "She's  hettah.  thanks,  sail  ;  but,  boss, 
yo'  shore  is  careless  wif  yo'  fractions." 

0      Q 

Quiet. 

A :  "  Did  you  ever  see  a  company  of  ladies 
who  were  perfectly  silent ?  " 

B:  "Yes,  once  when  someone  had  asked 
which  of  those  present  was  the  oldest." 


Too   Late. 

Tommy  was  very  talkative,  and  his  father 
ordered  him  to  remain  silent  at  meals.  One 
dinnertime  Tommy  seemed  bursting  to  speak,  so 
that  alter  a  time  the  father  relented,  and  asked 
kindly: 

"  Well,    my    hoy.    what    is    it? 

"Are  caterpillars  good  to  eat?"  asked 
Tommy. 

"  No."  said  the  lather.  "  What  makes  you 
ask   that  :j  " 

"  You  had  one  on  your  lettuce,  hut  it's  gone 
now."    replied  Tommy. 

G     □ 

Out   of   Order. 

Waiter:  "Sorry,  sir.  hut  if  yon  order  only 
leg  of  chicken  we  have  to  charge  you  for  a 
half  bird." 

Diner:    "Lucky    I    didn't   order  a   beef-steak." 

□  Q 

No   Co   Hang. 

He  "If  you  don't  many  me  I'll  take  a  rope 
and    hang    myself    in    your    front    yard." 

She  "  Ah.  now.  Herbert,  you  know  Pa  doesn't 
want    you    hanging   around    here." 
Q      Q 

"  Do  you  know  Miss  Bibben? 

"  Oh.   yes.   when    we   were  young  we   were   the 

same   age." 

□  □ 

Small  Boy:  "  What  becomes  of  the  average 
man's    money.     Dad  ? 

Father:     "  It    goes    on    the    average    woman. 

son." 

□  Q 

Brown:  "What  was  the  worst  storm  you 
ever    encountered  ? 

Jones:  "Oh.  it  rages  at  about  280  words  a 
minute." 

□  O 

"  Do  yon   think   I'm   an  as-  ? 

"  Xo.      But   I   might   easily   he   mistaken." 

□  □ 

Knitting  is  a  popular  pastime  with  women 
because  it  gives  them  something  to  think  about 
while   talking. 
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The  Son  of  God 
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ELDER  ALBERT  E.  BOWEN  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
Excerpts  from  a  Radio  Address 

HE  whole  Christian  religion  rusts  upon  the  validity  of  the  story  of  life,  teachings 
and  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ.  If  professing  Christians  do  not  accept 
and  learn  to  know  Him  as  the  Son  of  Cod,  then  whatever  else  they  may  have,  they 
do  not  have  the  religion  of  Christ  taught,  for  it  is  His  position  as  Son,  Messiah  and 
Redeemer  that  gives  to  that  religion  its  unique  distinction.  He  was  so  accepted  by 
the  disciples  and  their  followers.  That  belief  was  the  heart  and  core  of  the  Church 
He  founded  and  was  the  converting  power  through  which  it  achieved  its  wide 
expansion. 

But  modern  scepticism  has  called  in  question,  or  totally  rejected,  such  beliefs. 
Many  who  do  so,  good  exemplary  people,  still  accord  him  supremacy  among  the  great 
ethical  teachers  of  the  world  and  in  that  sense  profess  Christianity  His  Messiahship, 
however,  they  do  not  accept,  nor  belief  in  His  resurrection.  These,  with  other 
miracles  which  are  accredited  to  Him — healing  the  sick,  the  lame  and  the  blind,  they 
dismiss  as  legendary  tales  woven  of  the  fancy  of  later  devotees.  Their  explanation 
of  Him,  however,  falls  very  far  short  of  adequacy.  The  supernatural  and  the  miracu- 
lous are  rejected  because  they  cannot  be  accounted  for  by  processes  of  reason,  but  it  is 
not  at  all  clear  that  the  alternative  explanations  offered  are  themselves  rational. 

Jesus  laid  down  a  formula  for  testing  the  truth  of  what  He  taught.  "  My  doc- 
trine,'' said  He,  "  is  not  mine,  but  his  that  sent  me.  If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he 
shall  know  of  the  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  1  speak  of  myself." 
(John   7:17.) 

This  is  the  stone  which  was  set  at  naught  of  you  builders,   which  is  become  the 
head  of  the  corner. 

Neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other;  for  there  is  none  other  name  given  among 
men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved." 

That  was  the  bold  uncompromising  teaching  of  the  disciples  of  Christ. 

It  was  that  rugged,  sincere,  simple  honesty  and  directness  which  carried  it 
straight  to  the  hearts  of  men  and  spread  the  teaching  so  widely  over  the  Western 
world,  shaping  the  thought  processes  of  men  and  finding  expression  not  only  in  their 
forms  of  worship  but  in  the  very  frameworks  of  civil  governments  themselves. 

One  thing  stands  out  in  bold  relief: 

The  Church  established  by  Christ  was  founded  on  the  assumption  that  He  was 
the  Son  of  God,  the  risen  Redeemer  of  the  world.  Either  that  is  true  or  it  isn't. 
There  is  no  middle  ground.  A  church  to  be  the  authentic  Christian  church  must 
accept    it    as  true.  Xo   compromising,    anemic  counterfeit  will  do.        A  Christianity 

without  that  belief  "  is  no  better  than  a  code  deprived  of  its  creed  or  a  flower  cut  from 
the  parent  stem:   it  must   ultimately  wither  and  die." 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  proclaims  as  its  message  to  the 
world  that  that  belief  is  true  and  that  in  this  day  of  unbelief  and  of  pomp  and  ceremony 
and  deletion  of  the  core  of  Christ's  teaching.  His  simple,  humble,  unostentatious 
Gospel  has  been  restored  in  its  purity. 
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